
Swimming Pool Policies 

   

Swimming in one of Camp Thurman's four pools is a 
highlight of the day's activities.  Your camper may 
be scheduled to swim twice a day or only once, 
depending on the camp event they are participating 
in.  
Safety and Fun are our priorities!  
 
To accomplish those goals, we have specific 
procedures we follow.  First, each of our pools have 
two lifeguards who are RedCross certified in 
lifesaving and trained in safety methods which fit our 

particular pools.  In addition, our counselors have been trained how best to play safely 
with the campers while swimming. 
 
When the campers come to the pools on Monday morning, they are given the opportunity 
to take a swim test.  The swim test is challenge by choice.  Campers are encouraged to 
take the swim test, but it is not mandatory.  Retakes will be given on Tuesdays prior to 
scheduled swim times for campers who choose not to take the swim test or do not pass 
it successfully and would like another opportunity. 
 
It is the lifeguards' and counselors' call when it comes to campers who pass or do not 
pass the test.  If either of these staff members do not feel comfortable with the 
camper's ability to swim, then the camper will be given a life vest to wear during swim 
time in the Euphrates pool, Sea of Galilee pool, the Red Sea pool, and the Rock pool.  
 
 **All campers, even those who pass the swim test will be required to wear a life vest in 
the deep end of the Rock Pool if they are scheduled to swim in it.  The roped off shallow 
play area of the Rock Pool follows the same policies as our other 3 pools. 
 
The staff will explain to the campers about the swim test, letting them know that they will 
be jumping into the deep end, which means their feet will not touch.  Once their head pops 
up, they are to tread water for 10 seconds (lifeguard will count aloud) and then swim to 
the ladder at The Rock pool (about 20 yards). 
 
Parents, please talk with your camper before they come to camp about our swim policies 
so that they will not be surprised or concerned about the test.  Explain the purpose of the 
life vests and encourage them to participate willingly in our policies.  Swim Time is FUN, 
and the vests add to the freedom they have in the pools! 
 


